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INTERNATIONAL LAW IN OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY AND ISRAEL 
MARCH 22 - APRIL 2, 2020

Scope of our program

In March 2020, Al-Haq Centre for Applied International Law is running a 10-
day international law programme for professionals and lawyers in the Occupied 

Palestinian Territory 
(OPT). The programme 
is designed for lawyers 
and judges and other 
professionals who 
wish to deepen their 
understanding of the 
international legal 
frameworks applied 
to the context of 
prolonged occupation 
of OPT.

This programme will 
introduce the participants 
to the situation in the 
OPT through lectures, 
encounters with civil society 
organisations, government 
officials and members of the 
judiciary and the UN. The 
programme will include field 
visits in the OPT and cities 
and locations inside Israel. 
The different locations and 
aspects of the occupation 
will be analysed in terms 
of applicable International 
Humanitarian Law (IHL), International Human Rights Law (IHRL) and 
International Refugee Law (IRL) frameworks. 

Participants will be introduced to the historical context of the occupation, daily 
practices of the Israeli occupation and the developments on the ground and 
how prolonged military rule and the Oslo Accords have shaped the governance 
and judicial systems in the OPT. Participants will gain a first-hand perspective 
on contentious issues such as settlement  in the OPT; natural resource 
exploitation and the role of  businesses in human rights; the permit system that 
controls the movements of Palestinians and their access to land; the impact of 
economic occupation; the Israeli military judicial system, especially as applied 
to Palestinian children; and the situation of Palestinian refugees and internally 
displaced people. This programme will incorporate legal discussions while 
offering the participants the opportunity to exchange with human rights and 
other civil society organizations, Palestinian officials and communities on both 
sides of the green line. The programme will include visits to cities and areas such 
as: Ramallah, Jerusalem, Hebron, Haifa, Akka, Nazareth, Bethlehem, Occupied 
Syrian Golan, depopulated villages, and  communities in (Area C) of the OPT.
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Organizers

Al-Haq is an independent Palestinian non-governmental human rights 
organization based in Ramallah, OPT. Established in 1979 to protect and 

promote human rights and the rule of law in the Occupied Palestinian Territory 
(OPT), the organization has special consultative status with the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council. Al Haq documents violations of the individual and 
collective rights of Palestinians in the OPT, irrespective of the identity of the 
perpetrator, and seeks to end such breaches by way of advocacy before national 
and international mechanisms and by holding the violators accountable. The 
organization conducts research; prepares reports, studies and interventions on 
breaches of international human rights and humanitarian law in the OPT; and 
undertakes advocacy before local, regional and international bodies. Al-Haq 
also cooperates with Palestinian civil society organizations and governmental 
institutions in order to ensure that international human rights standards are 
reflected in Palestinian laws and policies. The organization has a specialized 

international law library for the use of its staff and the local community. 

Al-Haq is also the OPT affiliate of the International Commission of Jurists – 
Geneva, and is a member of the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network 
(EMHRN), the World Organization Against Torture (OMCT), the International 
Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), Habitat International Coalition (HIC), 
and the Palestinian NGO Network (PNGO). Al Haq alongside B’Tselem, is the 
recipient of the prestigious 
2018 Human Rights Award 
of the French Republic.

Al-Haq Centre for Applied 
International Law

Al-Haq’s 40 years of 
experience defending 
human rights in the OPT has 
provided the organization 
with outstanding expertise 
in the practical application of international law and international human rights 
law. In July 2009, this rich history inspired the organisation to establish the 
Al-Haq Centre for Applied International Law, with the aim of transferring its 

accumulated experiences to 
new and accomplished human 
rights defenders, professionals, 
journalists, diplomatic 
missions, students of law and 
postgraduates in international 
law and human rights.

The Centre, based in Ramallah, 
is the first Palestinian civil 
society body to specialise in the 
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practical application of international law. The centre combines theory and practice 
to enhance the capabilities of local civil society and staff working for international 
agencies in the OPT by providing them with essential applied knowledge and 
legal background to understand the context and violations on the ground. The 
centre aspires to become a focal point of learning for human rights defenders, 
civil society actors and professionals who wish to systematise their work and link 
international law to violations that are taking place in the OPT. 

International partners

This programme is organised by Al-Haq Centre for Applied International Law 
and two international partners in Australia and Canada. From Australia we have 
partnered with Isabelle Skaburskis, a criminal defence and human rights lawyer 
based in Melbourne with a background in international law and development and 
previous experience in the OPT. Isabelle is a solicitor at Doogue + George Defence 
Lawyers and the Secretary of the International Commission of Jurists (Victoria). 
In Canada we have partnered with Just Peace Advocates (JPA)/Mouvement 
Pour Une Paix Juste, a Canadian based independent human rights organization 
promoting Just Peace/Paix Juste through the rule of law and respect for human 

rights in Canada and around the world for the Palestinian people and those that 
stand in solidarity for the human rights of the Palestinian people. The work of 
Just Peace Advocates is accomplished through research, monitoring, education, 
communications, advocacy, programs and services.

Cost

The full programme costs US$ 2000 per participant. The cost is for a 10-day 
programme and  includes: airport pick up and drop offs, internal transportation 
between cites, accommodation, lunch meals, an e-handbook of relevant reading 
material, an orientation/preparation session prior to travel and all other logistics 
needed while in the OPT. Airfare is not included. 

If any participant chooses to stay longer, he or she will just have to inform us, any 
additional days will be on participant’s own expense.

Accommodation

Reduced cost may be available for shared rooms.
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Al-Haq
P.O.Box: 1413

54 Main Street, Ramallah - Palestine
Tel: + 972 2 2954646, Fax: + 972 2 2954903

For taking part in this programme or if you need any 
further information please contact:

Organizer in Australia- Isabelle Skaburskis: 
iskaburskis@gmail.com

Organizer in Canada: Karen Rodman
karen.rodman@justpeaceadvocates.ca

Organizer in OPT-Diana M.A.: 
diana@alhaq.org
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