
 
The Hon Julie Bishop  MP 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
 
11 February, 2014 
 
Dear Minister 
 
Stone Cold Justice (ABC/The Australian), aired to some 800,000 viewers last night, revealed the 
horrendous day to day reality for Palestinian children in the Occupied Territories. 
 
We call on the Australian Government to express publicly to Israel its opposition to such egregious 
breaches of international law. Australian diplomatic intervention has already made some progress in 
relation to the treatment of children but APAN urges the Government to follow up with specific 
representation on the practices outlined by the Four Corners documentary. 
 
The appalling situation is not a passing aberration, as Israeli spokespersons and supporters have argued, 
but a direct product of the mentality which lies behind Israel’s illegal settlement programme and its 
continued occupation of Palestinian territory.  The Australian Government should condemn not only this 
abuse of the human rights of the very young, but also to join the rest of the world in declaring the 
settlement programme for what it is – illegal. 
 
In this context, it is disturbing that the Australian government has recently aligned itself with a handful of 
nations in refusing to condemn settlement activity in the United Nations. 
 
The adult Palestinian community has adopted a policy of non-violent resistance, which is to be 
commended. It is, of course, proving far harder for Israeli authorities to deal with than armed resistance. 
It appears that one of the strategies of trying to quash the non-violent resistance is to target the children. 
 
Rather than pursuing a policy of excusing Israeli excesses, APAN looks forward to a strong response from 
the Australian Government on this case.  
 
APAN will have a delegation in Canberra on the week of the 3rd March, and we would request a meeting 
with you.  If this is not possible, we would be very happy to attend a meeting at a time and place of your 
convenience.  Please contact our Executive officer jessica@apan.org.au to arrange details. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Bishop George Browning 
APAN President 
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