
 
10 June, 2014 
 
Senator the Hon George Brandis 
Attorney General 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
  
Dear Minister 
 
On what basis have you decided that from the point of view of the Australian Government East Jerusalem will no 
longer be known as ‘Occupied East Jerusalem’?  Fortunately your words do not apply to the Australian people, the 
majority of whom consider Palestine and the Palestinian people to be occupied, deserving their own freedom and 
empowerment to build a strong civil society. 
 
There is no dispute that the legal status of East Jerusalem is “Occupied”.  This is clearly demonstrated by the 
unanimous UN Security Council resolutions that Australia supported and the practices of all Western Governments.   
 
Until now Australia has shared the international consensus that Israel’s security and stability is best served in the 
long term through the emergence of a peaceful free and democratic Palestine.  While the Australian people 
continue to share that consensus view, you clearly do not.  Through this statement you clearly support the ambit 
claims of extremist elements in Israel to Palestinian territory. This provocation will maintain the status quo in which 
Palestinians remain amongst the most oppressed peoples in the world and lock Israel into contracted conflict with 
an Arab population that would otherwise live peacefully alongside them. 
 
These claims ultimately mean the annexing of all Palestinian territory.  The escalating Settlement building is a clear 
indication of this intent.  Should this continue to its ultimate end there will be one State, not the two states which 
has long been Australia’s bipartisan political position to support. 
 
If we now support one State, this should be done openly, not by stealth.  Indeed if this is what we do support we 
should fully understand the consequences.  One State means it cannot be a Jewish State; it must be the state of all 
its peoples. In one State the Arab population will be in the majority.   The international community will be bound to 
insist that one State be democratic with equal rights regardless of ethnicity or religion. 
 
Mr Brandis your statement alienates Australia from any possibility of being a genuine facilitator of the peace 
process and aggravates the Arab and Palestinian communities at home and overseas. 
 
I do not imagine you will change your mind on the basis of reason or even on the basis of fairness, I trust however 
that you have thought your position through for it puts us outside the international consensus that seeks peace 
with justice. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Bishop George Browning 

APAN President 
 
cc: Foreign Minister, Julie Bishop  


