
 
31 March, 2014  

 

Mr Bill Shorten MP 

Leader of the Opposition 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

Dear Mr Shorten 

  

I read with some concern today an article by Guardian Australia’s Deputy Political Editor, Katherine 

Murphy, in which she quotes comments made by you yesterday at a function by the Zionist 

Federation of Australia as follows. 

  

Shorten offered this formulation to the Zionist Federation on the vexed issue of settlements on 

Sunday: “We do acknowledge that some settlement activity in the West Bank is illegal under Israeli 

law and we encourage the Israeli authorities to act effectively with respect to this.” 

 

The Labor leader said a peace treaty between Israel and Palestine would ultimately resolve the 

argument once and for all. “The issue of Israeli settlements will be definitively concluded when there is 

a peace treaty, with defined borders – and then everyone knows the territory that Israel has, and that 

Palestine has.” 

 

“So the real answer to the settlements is to reach a settlement. And the sooner that is done – the 

better,” he said. 

  

If accurate, these comments would amount to a serious distortion of traditional Australian policy on 

settlements, most notably the ALP’s clear condemnation of the practice of all settlement building on 

Palestinian land as illegal.  Your comments could be taken as suggesting that only settlements illegal 

under Israeli law need be curtailed, implying that this leaves all officially funded and sanctioned 

activity (by far the great bulk of the population transfer into Occupied Territory) as not to be 

questioned. 

 

These comments are even more concerning than remarks recently made by Foreign Minister Julie 

Bishop in which she suggested that settlements may not be inconsistent with international law.  

  

I hope this is not an accurate statement of the ALP’s position under your leadership and that of 

Shadow Minister, Tanya Plibersek, and would be grateful for clarification of the ALP’s position.   

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Bishop George Browning 

President 

Australia Palestine Advocacy Network 

 

Cc: Tanya Plibersek MP 


